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The Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-
Sharing – Section IV o the ITPGRFA

• Mandatory for 64 crops, voluntary for others
• Comprises: national public germplasm, international collections, private collections
• Collections are made available by the holders
• Under standard terms and conditions (the SMTA) for research, breeding and training
• Continuous access to the source germplasm 
• Equitable benefit-sharing, including in case of commercialization of derived products 



MLS: Daily Transfers of PGRFA
• 2.3-2.8 million documented accessions in the System

•information technology tools for managing System operations

•Easy-SMTA – Data Store

•6,8 million records of accession transfer reported (13 May 2024)

©
 FA

O
 / 

IT
PG

RF
A

©
 FA

O
 / 

IT
PG

RF
A



Recipient countries by number of samples
Source Easy-SMTA. Elaborated by the ITPGRFA Secretariat. 30/1/2024



Providers by countries and number of samples
Source Easy-SMTA. Elaborated by the ITPGRFA Secretariat. 30/1/2024



Distribution of PGRFA by Crop

Wheat
52%

Rice
17%

Maize
13%

Barley
6%

Chickpea
5%

Beans
3%

Lentil
2%

Brassica complex
1% Faba Bean/Vetch

1%

Source: Data Store of the ITPGRFA



Facilitated Access – Article 12 ITPGRFA
• ITPGRFA Article 12 – Facilitated access to Annex I crops

• Direct control and public domain 
• 12.3 B) expeditiously, 12.3C) no charge  or 

minimum costs
• 12.3 D) Recipients shall not claim any IPRs or other 

rights that limit the facilitated access that PGRFA or 
their genetic parts and components  in the form 
received  (similar to Art.6 SMTA)
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Article 12.3 e) and f) access to PGRFA under 
Development (PGRFAuD) is at the discretion of the 
developer, during the period of the development, and 
that access to PGRFA protected by IPRs or other property 
rights shall be consistent with relevant national laws and 
international agreements.

PGRFA under Development



Article 13.2 Benefit-sharing
• ITPGRFA Article 13.2.(d) (ii) states that the SMTA shall

include a clause that a recipient who commercializes a
product that incorporates material accessed from the
MLS and who restricts the availability of hat product for
further research and breeding has to pay an equitable
share of the benefits from commercialization.

• Article 6.7 of the SMTA



What is the Standard Material Transfer Agreement?
• Mandatory standard contract for parties wishing to exchange PGRFA under the MLS

• Ensures that the provisions of the International Treaty are enforced

• Reduces negotiation time

• It is used by national public genebanks in CPs for Annex 1 crops in the MLS 

• All recipients (non-CPs too) use the SMTA to transfer PGRFA received with a SMTA

• SMTA can be adopted voluntarily for non-Annex 1 crops, subject to national 

legislation (e.g. EU)

• Providers report to the Governing Body of the Treaty about the SMTAs they issued



Structure of the SMTA

Preamble

ARTICLE 1 — PARTIES TO THE AGREEMENT

ARTICLE 2 — DEFINITIONS 

ARTICLE 3 — SUBJECT MATTER OF THE MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT

ARTICLE 4 — GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 5 — RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE PROVIDER

ARTICLE 6 — RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE RECIPIENT

ARTICLE 7 — APPLICABLE LAW

ARTICLE 8 — DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

ARTICLE 9 — ADDITIONAL ITEMS

ARTICLE 10 — SIGNATURE/ACCEPTANCE

Annexes

Annex 1 – List of Material Provided

Annex 2 – Rate and Modalities of Payment 

under Article 6.7 of this Agreement

Annex 3 –Terms and Conditions of the 

Alternative Payment Scheme under Article 

6.11 of this Agreement

Annex 4 – Option for Crop-Based Payment 

under the Alternative Payments Scheme 

under Article 6.11 of this Agreement



In general, we use the SMTA when transferring PGRFA that

are Annex 1 materials 
under the management 
and control of the 
Contracting Party and 
in the public domain; 
or

are Annex 1 or non-
Annex 1 materials, 
managed by an 
international 
organization subject to 
Article 15 agreements 
with the Governing 
Body of the Plant 
Treaty; or

were previously 
received with an SMTA; 
or

are derived from, and 
incorporate, PGRFA 
that you obtained 
originally with the 
SMTA; and

are going to be used or 
conserved for purposes 
specified in Article 6 of 
the SMTA, eg: ‘for the 
purposes of research, 
breeding and training 
for food and 
agriculture’, and

to: 
ITPGRFA 
CPs

are being sent to 
recipients in countries 
that are Contracting 
Parties to the Plant 
Treaty.



• legal persons that do not belong to the national 

public administration of a country 

can voluntarily include Annex 1 PGRFA in the 

multilateral system;

• Those legal persons can also distribute non-

Annex 1 PGRFA; or

• when sending PGRFA to recipients in non-

Contracting Parties.

You can also use the SMTA…
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• is not PGRFA;

• domestic laws don’t allow you to use the SMTA for non-Annex 1 PGRFA;

• is PGRFA that you have acquired under another material transfer agreement (MTA), which 

includes conditions that do not allow you to pass on the material with the SMTA;

• is PGRFA you have developed using germplasm obtained under another MTA, that does not 

allow you to distribute your resulting breeding product with the SMTA;

• is restored or transferred back to the original provider, or to the national authorities of 

their country;

• or if the recipient’s intended use is not research, breeding and training for food and 

agriculture

You cannot use the SMTA, if the Material…



• the Provider of material has to report a minimum amount of information about the 

transfer;

• Resolution 5/2009 (GB3, Tunis, 2009) – Procedures for the Third Party Beneficiary;

• within a period of two years since the signature or acceptance of the SMTA;

• The Secretariat developed Easy-SMTA to facilitate the compilation of SMTAs in the sic 

official languages of the International Treaty and the reporting on SMTAs concluded in 

accordance with the instructions given by the Governing Body

Reporting Obligation of the Provider- Article 5 e)



Article 6 of the SMTA:
• Use or conserve the Material  only for the 

purposes of research, breeding and training for 
food and agriculture;

• Not claim any IPRs or other rights that limit the 
facilitated access to the Material… in the form 
received from the Multilateral System

• Make it available in the MLS, if conserved;
• If transferred to a subsequent recipient, use the 

SMTA and notify the GB.

Rights and obligations of the Recipient
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If the Recipient 
transfers PGRFuD

• Use the SMTA;
• Identify, in the Annex 1 to the SMTA, the material received from 

the MLS and specify that the PGRFAuD are derived from it;

• Notify the Governing Body.
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The applicable law shall be:

• General Principles of Law, including the UNIDROIT 

Principles of International Commercial Contracts 2004;

• the objectives and the relevant provisions of the Treaty; 

and, when necessary for interpretation, 

• the decisions of the Governing Body.

Applicable Law – Article 7
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a) Amicable dispute settlement
b) Mediation 
c) Arbitration

Dispute Settlement – Article 8
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Easy-SMTA and the Data Store
• Easy-SMTA helps SMTA providers with 

their reporting obligations. It was 
developed and published in November 
2010 by the Secretariat of the 
International Treaty. 

1.compiling and generating SMTAs in the 
six official languages of the 
International Treaty;

2.reporting on SMTAS concluded in 
accordance with the instructions made 
by the Governing Body of the 
International Treat
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Basic concepts

Provider The individual or organization shipping the material. Must be 
registered on Easy-SMTA

Recipient The individual or organization receiving the material

PID The unique code assigned by Easy-SMTA to each registered user

Sample The material being transferred. Can be "Material Under 
Development". It is identified by the Sample ID or a DOI

Ancestry Must be provided if "Material Under Development"

Associated All available passport data and, subject to applicable
information associated law, any other available non-confidential descriptive 

information. Providing the DOI of the material being transferred 
complies with this requirement

SMTA type Click-wrap, Shrink-wrap and signed



MLS Website section



FAQs
These FAQs cover issues that 
have repeatedly been raised by 
users of the Multilateral 
System.

It includes the compilation of 
opinions and advice prepared 
by a sub-committee between 
2010 and 2013.

Translation of FAQs.



https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7984en

Certified E-Learning Course onEducational Module - Web site: Tools/Training

https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/news/news-detail/en/c/1673510/

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7984en
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/news/news-detail/en/c/1673510/


Instructional Design



-Ongoing discussion with the Secretariat for a new MoU
-Specific system-to-system procedure to facilitate the
assignation of DOIs when reporting to ECPGR
-Collaboration on crop descriptors
-Statistics
-Policy matters and discussions at the Governing Body

ECPGR / Eurisco



Thank you!  

E-mail:  pgrfa-treaty@fao.org
www.planttreaty.org

mailto:pgrfa-treaty@fao.org
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