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Activity Partners  
 
Please note that each partner needs to be a member of a Working Group’s Pool of Experts to be 
eligible.  
A maximum of 12 funded partners can be listed. For self-funded partners please use the separate box 
below. 
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Description of Activity 

 
Please address the following aspects:  
ï Background: Explain the context behind the choice of this Activity, e.g. why this has been prioritized or 
selected. If this is the continuation of a preceding Activity, please indicate how and why the new Activity 
will build on previous results/experiences   
ï Justification: Explain why this Activity is justified in terms of making progress towards achieving the 
ECPGR objectives    
ï Methodology or Approach: Explain how the partners will operate. What are the respective roles and 
synergies they can add? Explain the rationale of meeting (or not) as part of the Activity.   
ï Expected impact. Clearly specify the expected impact from this Activity for the respective ECPGR 
objective(s), compared to the current state of progress of those same objectives. Explain how the impact 
will be obtained.  
ï Links with other non-ECPGR projects or individuals: If applicable, explain the objectives of the linked projects 
and the reasons for complementarity with the ECPGR Activity. 
 

Describe the Activity - (max. 1000 words): 
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Expected products and related ECPGR Objectives 
 
List concrete products and results that are obtained by the Activity and the corresponding number(s) 
of the ECPGR Outcome(s) and/or Output(s) and/or Activities to which each product/result will 
contribute. 
 

 Expected products/results  Corresponding ECPGR outcome, output, activity   
1   
2   
3   
4   

 
Workplan for the proposed period of the Activity  
 
Brief description of meetings and/or main actions of the Activity.  
 

 Type of Action  
(indicate if “meeting” or “other action”) 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  
 
 

Additional remarks 
 
Indicate any additional remark(s) that is/are important for the evaluation/implementation of the 
proposed Activity 
 

Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please send the completed form together with the budget table to the  

Chair of the submitting Working Group for submission of the Activity proposal. 
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	Full title: Assessing linkages between genebanks and direct users
	Acronym or short title: Linkages
	Duration of Activity in months: 18
	Starting date: 01/01/2017
	Indicate name and surname of Working Group Chair2: Theo Van Hintum
	Indicate name and surname of Working Group Chair3: Genebank curators
	Indicate name and surname of Working Group Chair4: 
	4Row1: 
	Indicate name and surname of Working Group ChairRow5: 
	Name and Surname: Riccardo Bocci
	Nationality: Italian
	Current position: Technical Coordinator 
	Institute: Rete Semi Rurali
	Country: Italy
	Telephone: +393283876663
	Email: r.bocci@casignano.it
	Name and Surname1: Riccardo Bocci
	Institute1: Rete Semi Rurali
	Country1: Italy
	Name and Surname2: Theo Van Hintum
	Institute2: CGN
	Country2: Netherlands
	Name and Surname3: Bèla Bartha
	Institute3: Pro Specie Rara
	Country3: Switzerland
	Name and Surname4: Valeria Negri
	Institute4: University of Perugia
	Country4: Italy
	Name and Surname5: 
	Institute5: 
	Country5: 
	Name and Surname6: 
	Institute6: 
	Country6: 
	Name and Surname7: 
	Institute7: 
	Country7: 
	Name and Surname8: 
	Institute8: 
	Country8: 
	Name and Surname9: 
	Institute9: 
	Country9: 
	Name and Surname10: 
	Institute10: 
	Country10: 
	Name and Surname11: 
	Institute11: 
	Country11: 
	Name and Surname12: 
	Institute12: 
	Country12: 
	Name and Surname1_2: Maria Antonietta Palombi
	Institute1_2: CREA-Frutticoltura
	Country1_2: Italy
	Name and Surname2_2: Lorenzo Maggioni
	Institute2_2: ECPGR Secretariat
	Country2_2: Italy
	Name and Surname3_2: 
	Institute3_2: 
	Country3_2: 
	Name and Surname4_2: 
	Institute4_2: 
	Country4_2: 
	Name and Surname5_2: 
	Institute5_2: 
	Country5_2: 
	Name and Surname6_2: 
	Institute6_2: 
	Country6_2: 
	Describe the Activity max 1000 wordsRow1: “Assessing linkages between genebanks and direct users” addresses ECPGR objective 5: “Relations with users of germplasm are strengthened” and focuses particularly on the relation between genebanks and farmers, seed savers and their organizations possibly interested in using ex situ materials directly. It takes into account the proposals developed by the task force on enhancing user engagement, mostly proposals 2 (Establishing a EU network for direct use) and 3 (Making genebanks more attractive for the user) which were also clearly mentioned in the ‘On farm concept’.
It has already been observed that providing greater opportunities for direct use of ex situ materials, and facilitating information sharing mechanisms for characterization and evaluation data accumulated by users, can set the stage for greater synergies between ex situ and in situ/on-farm, making conservation of genetic resources more effective, decentralized and dynamic.  However, it is not clear to which extent direct users already engage in formal requests for germplasm from genebanks and through which channels or modalities; nor are their needs, interests, expectations and problems well documented, hampering the chance for genebanks to make their materials more attractive and accessible. On the other hand, the extent to which genebanks’ distribution modalities and processes are well fit to the needs of direct users’ communities is also not clear and possible simplified alternatives have not been widely explored. 

Activities
The project activities will contribute to assessing whether European public collections are easily available to direct users such as farmers or seed savers, what sort of agreements or processes genebanks use when distributing materials to these recipients, and if there are difficulties or resistances on any or both sides. This assessment will be undertaken through:

- Analyses of the reports to the Governing Body of the ITPGRFA on European genebank distributions,  to assess the relative weight of direct users among overall recipients of germplasm  and any changing trend over time
- An online survey among genebank curators to record their experience with distributions to direct users, and their use of the SMTA or other simplified options in these cases. 
- An online survey among farmers’ and seed savers’ to assess the extent to which they use ex situ materials (and for what), their expectations, needs and difficulties. 

The project partners represent the genebank, on-farm, farmer and seed saver stakeholder groups; each will take care of circulating and following up on the survey, as well as disseminating its results, within their own constituencies. This will maximize the chances of having a good response rate to the survey and making its results available to wider ex situ and on-farm communities. These partners are:
1. ACTIVITY COORDINATOR: Rete Semi Rurali - RSR, Riccardo Bocci (On-farm/sustainable use, farmers). Roles:• Develop initial and final survey drafts; • Circulate and follow up on the survey in the farmers’ constituency (ECPGR funded); • Analyze the data from all respondents; • Develop/discuss recommendations for improving ex situ/on-farm linkages; • Disseminate the results in the farmers’ constituency (In-kind, Diversifood funded)
2. PARTNER: Centre for Genetic Resources, the Netherlands – CGN, Theo van Hintum (ex situ). Roles:• Provide input to survey development; • Circulate and follow up on the survey, disseminate its results, in the ex situ constituency (ECPGR funded)
3. PARTNER: Pro Specie Rara - PSR, Bela Bartha (on-farm conservation/sustainable use, seed savers/amateurs). Roles: • Provide input to survey development; • Circulate and follow up on the survey, disseminate its results, in the seed savers’/amateurs’ constituency (ECPGR funded)
4. PARTNER: University of Perugia, Valeria Negri (on-farm conservation). Roles:• Provide scientific/technical advice during meetings (ECPGR funded)
In kind contributions will be made by the CREA-Frutticoltura (Maria Antonietta Palombi), to develop a case study on Italian genebanks, the ECPGR Secretariat (Lorenzo Maggioni) and the ITPGRFA (Mario Marino). 
A list of initial survey respondents (to be expanded in the course of the project) follows:

Genebank curators                                                                                  User communities

Italy: Petra Engel (CRA-Fru); Gaetano Laghetti (CNR Bari)                   Italy: Rete Semi Rurali network                    
UK: Charlotte Allender (Warwick); Mike Ambrose (Norwich)                  France: Reseau Semences Paysannes network
Switzerland: Beate Schierscher (Nyon)                                                  Spain: Red Andaluza de Semillas network
France: Audrey Didier (Clermont-Ferrand)                                             Romania: Ecoruralis network
Spain: Lucia de la Rosa (Madrid)                                                           Greece: Aegilops and Peliti networks
Austria: Paul Freudenthaler (Linz)                                                          Norway: Farmers within Oikos
Romania: Silvia Strajeru (Suceava)                                                        Portugal: Farmers within Colher para semear
Greece: Photini Mylona (Thessaloniki)                                                   Austria: ArcheNoa
Nordic Countries: Anna Palme (Alnarp)                                                 UK: Garden Organic
Portugal: Ana Maria Barata (Braga)                                                       Switzerland: ProSpecieRara                                              
Netherlands: Theo van Hintum (Wageningen)
Germany: Ardreas Börner (Gatersleben)

Meetings

A first planning meeting will be organized among partners, to plan the surveying instruments and expand the list of respondents.  The meeting will be hosted at Bioversity International’s premises, in Maccarese (Rome). The outputs of the surveys will be discussed in a workshop among selected ex situ and direct users’ stakeholders among those surveyed, as well as partners and the above EU experts. The workshop will be organized in 2018, back to back with a workshop of the Horizon 2020 “Diversifood” project (Grant Agreement 633571-2, www.diversifood.eu) which will cover the participation costs of non-ECPGR members. Trends, challenges and opportunities for greater engagement between genebanks and direct users of germplasm will be identified and a set of recommendations for improved synergies between ex situ and on-farm conservation through direct use produced after the workshop.

Impact
It is expected that this activity will contribute to better understanding stakeholders’ needs, expectations and difficulties and to identifying measures to improve the flow of materials and information among the ex situ and on-farm actors. This would be particularly relevant for supporting decentralized research initiatives, as well as the dissemination of certain materials with limited or localized relevance (such as landraces or “conservation varieties”) but of high potential for low input agricultural systems.
	Expected productsresults1: Set of recommendations on improving linkages between ex situ and direct users
	Corresponding ECPGR outcome output activity1: Outcome 5 (outputs 5.1, 5.2 and corresponding activities)
	Expected productsresults2: 
	Corresponding ECPGR outcome output activity2: 
	Expected productsresults3: 
	Corresponding ECPGR outcome output activity3: 
	Expected productsresults4: 
	Corresponding ECPGR outcome output activity4: 
	Type of Action indicate if meeting or other action1: Meeting: planning meeting to develop survey instruments and survey population
	Type of Action indicate if meeting or other action2: Meeting: final workshop to discuss results of the surveys among ex situ and direct users' communities
	Type of Action indicate if meeting or other action3: Activity: development and circulation of surveys to ex situ, farmers and seed savers communities
	Type of Action indicate if meeting or other action4: Activity: analysis of data from surveys
	Type of Action indicate if meeting or other action5: Activity: discuss and share recommendations to improve ex situ/on-farm linkages
	RemarksRow1: 
	Indicate name and surname of Working Group Chair1: Valeria Negri
	Working Group 1: On-farm conservation
	Working Group 4: 
	Working Group 3: All crop-based WGs
	Working Group 2: Documentation and information


