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ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
1 – Selection and use of descriptors

• Ideas on descriptors
adapted to grapevine

• Translation: French survey form

Subject Example of information

Grower 

identification

(Who?)

Name, address

Type of company

Type of production

Varieties 

preserved

(What?)

Name, type of identification

Origin, traceability

Rarity arguments
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(What?) Rarity arguments

Official registration

Vineyard 

conditions

(How?)

Soil, exposure, etc.

Age

Management system

Sanitary status

Commitment Link with technical institute

Member of a network

Sharing of germplasm 

(conditions)



ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
2 – Announcement of the initiative in France

• General strategy
1. French Network � Regions � Growers

2. Local associations � Growers

3. Media press � Growers + Amateurs

4. (Directly to growers)

1. French Network
– 28.000 grape accessions preserved

French Network
of Grapevine Collections

IFV

Plant Material National Centre

INRA

Collection of Vassal-Montpellier
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– 28.000 grape accessions preserved

– Other actors not included in this 
network but involved in germplasm 
preservation

• Growers

• Nurseries

• Amateurs

• Associations

– GrapeOnFarm = opportunity to identify 
and recognize a “second circle” of 
actors, with clear criteria

– Agreement of the initiative by French 
Network on May 2017

33 Regional Partners

174 Repositories

Producers

Viticulturists – Nurseries

Plant Material National Centre

Other Actors



ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
2 – Announcement of the initiative in France

2. Local association promoting neglected 
grape varieties

– Centre d’Ampélographie Alpine Pierre Galet

– Fruits oubliés

– Rencontres des cépages modestes

– Union pour les ressources génétiques du 
Centre-Val de Loire
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Centre-Val de Loire

3. Media press

– Vitisphère

– La Vigne

– Viti

– Le Vigneron Champenois

– Réussi Vigne

– Revue des oenologues

– Wine Tourism In France

– Etc. (recycled on Facebook, Twitter)
French version

of the announcement



ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
2 – Announcement of the initiative in France
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ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
2 – Announcement of the initiative in France

6



ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
3 – Feedback from winegrowers

• Results… very disappointing

– Only 5 responses! � only 1 sent back the form!!

• Why?  Explanation attempt

– Survey?
• Too late? Not enough spread? No dedicated website?

• Delay for responding � response in 2018, 2019 (cf. Sylvestris survey started in 1999)

Growers?
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– Growers?
• Not interested in the initiative (which benefit?), even growers we already know and help

• Busy (but easy communication on Facebook and Twiter)

• Reluctant to any National or European official initiative

• Reluctant to display supposed “forbidden” varieties (control by authorities)

– On farm concept for grapevine?
• Company / grower / amateur?

• Producing vineyard / only few rows / gardens / single trellis?

• Varieties minor / old / traditional / wine vs. table?

• What to do now?
– Directly contact and convince, one by one, all the growers possibly concerned?



ECPGR activity GrapeOnFarm
4 – French regulation on minor grape varieties

• European directive 2008/62/EC and 2009/145/EC
on “conservation varieties”

– French transposition in 2009 and 2010 but not for grapevine

• According to French administration
no need for wine grapes because

– Registration in one national catalogue is compulsory

Examples

of minor varieties

registered in 

France since 2007:

Bia B

Bouysselet B

Chouchillon B

Corbeau N
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– Registration in one national catalogue is compulsory
to fit Wine-CMO rules

– All minor wine grapes can be registered
21 varieties since 2007 

• Concept of “officially recognised description” would be helpful to be 
added to Directive 1968, as an alternative to full DUS examination

– Family planting and consumption permitted if less than 0.1 ha

• For table grapes

– Possible (under discussion) because less regulation

– Tentative list of 26 varieties (still pending)

Corbeau N

Dureza N

Genouillet N

Hibou noir N

Monbadon B

Mornen N

Onchette N

Pardotte N

Peloursin N

Raisaine B

Sérénèze N

Tardif N

Verdanel B


