
Onion and garlic in 
Estonia

Meeting of the Allium Working Group 
11-12 October 2022, Skierniewice, Poland 

Priit Põldma



Collection 2014
• Collection from villages: Kolkja, Kasepää, 

Varnja, Võõpsu, Beresje, Lüübnitsa, 
Audjasaare, Räpina, Piirissaar

• 41 samples + 1 cultivar ‘Jõgeva 3’
• In 2014 field experiment
• In 2015 Lab analyses

We collected seeds for Gene bank and sets for
field experiment in Jõgeva 



Sets from village Kolkja,  May 2014



Accessions preserved in the genebank

•Information about accessions preserved in the genebank
https://www.nordic-baltic-genebanks.org/
(only cv. 'Jõgeva 3')
Data about the material in field collections is not entered
into the database.

•In field collections at Jõgeva:
–One accession of garlic repatriated from Denmark
–Four landraces of potato onion

https://www.nordic-baltic-genebanks.org/


Potato onion ‘Jõgeva 3’

•Selected during 13 years from material
collected in expedition in 1942.

•Registered in 1963. 
•3-5 bulbs in cluster
•Very good storability



Potato onion from
Piirisaar Island

•Potato onion – up to 9-10 bulbs in cluster
• Origin: cv. Bessonovski importe in 19 –
Century from village Bessonovka in Penza 
oblast in Russia

•In the past, onions were grown on 170-180 
hectares by Peipsi Lake

•Each family grows its own onion seed
•The seed growing cycle lasts 3-4 years



100-year old Sangaste onion

•Virve's (96) grandfather's sister was a 
cook at Sangaste manor

•Bred by: Virve's grandmother  Virve's
aunt Virve (from 1976)

•One bulb has 7-9 bulbs in the cluster
(there have also been 17)



Garlic cultivar collection
at Dept. of Horticulture

Winter garlic
•Therador, Thermidrome, Messidrome, 
Messidor, Germidour, (FR)

•Mega, Ornak, Arkus, Harnas (PL)
•Ziemiai (LT)
•Liubasha (UA)

Spring garlic
•Flavor, Cledor (Prantsusmaa)



Garlic Festival     
in Kuremaa
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